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Often as members recruit new people to FBLA, they get asked
what types of things FBLA does. Many chapters do community
service and attend the Fall Leadership Conferences, but it may be
hard to explain what happens at SLC in the Spring. The first part
of this newsletter is meant to be a guide to current and possible
members on different types of competitive events that FBLA
offers in April. Each officer has written a small experience that

they have had with a previous event they participated in at SLC.

PRESIDENT - MATT GORACKE

Last year I competed in the Mr. Future Business Leader competition.
My first task was to complete a resume with my high school activities
and a list of things that I have done throughout high school that has
benefitted FBLA. I submitted this resume prior to the conference.
While at the conference, I took a written test about the history and rules
of FBLA, along with different aspects of the business world. With the
study guide provided online, this was not a daunting task. The toughest
part of the competition for me was the interview that I had to
participate in at the conference. The interview was much like a job
interview and having never gone through this process it was a very
valuable experience. The interviewers were very kind and it was neat to
get to practice my interview skills in a live setting, and practice "selling"
why FBLA is such a great organization!




VICE PRESIDENT - QUINN MURPHY

Freshman year, Matt Dunn and I competed in Emerging Business
Issues at SLC. In this topic, you prepare two arguments: one in
support for an idea (the topic), and one arguing against it. The topic
that year was about whether or not the government should offer a
modern amnesty program for a limited amount of time as a solution
to illegal immigration. We prepared both ahead of time and practiced
presenting both, but ended up being more comfortable with our
against argument, and luckily, when we walked into the prep room,
we learned that we would be presenting that one to the judges. The
judges congratulated us on the work we did, and it turns out we got

first place. This event was a great way to start oft my FBLA career.
@ ®

SECRETARY - KENT SEUFERER

Last year, I competed in Banking and Financial Systems. I was so

nervous before taking this test. This was my first ever team event. We

walked in the quiet room to read our scenario. “Develop a marketing
campaign to attract new customers into your bank.” Quite easy enough,
we created a slogan that would attract any age group of people. Now the

hard part came: presenting. We both walked in the room and

introduced ourselves. From then, it was easy. Both of us presented our

new marketing campaign without showing any signs of being nervous.
We took the written test the next day which was a bit more challenging.

We got first place at state and went on to compete at nationals.

TREASURER - ALEX GERMAN

Freshman and sophomore year I competed in Banking and Financial
Systems because my family has a banking background and it was
something I was interested in. The test was over a lot of knowledge and
history of the banking world, which took some studying to learn.
Freshman year during the presentation, it was very difhicult to stand in
front of judges and state my case. Sophomore year I had a practiced with
my team and went in with much more confidence than the previous
year and did well. Being able to speak in front of an audience is
something that every person should learn to do if they want to succeed
in the business world.




PARLIAMENTARIAN - ANDREW WAGNER

Last year I had the opportunity to be a member of our school’s
parliamentary procedure team. A “Parli Pro” team learns about
parliamentary procedure before SLC and conducts mock meetings in
preparation for competition. Once at SLC, your team will take a test
individually and then perform a mock meeting in front of a panel of
judges. Your meeting must integrate objectives set before you by the
judges. I know most of you are thinking, why do I need to know this
stuff? In the workplace almost every business meeting will be
conducted using the rules of parliamentary procedure. You'll need it
eventually, so why not learn it now? I urge every chapter to form a

parliamentary procedure team and compete at SLC!
@ ®

WEBMASTER - MATT DUNN

My sophomore year I teamed up with Quinn Murphy and we made a
short documentary on retail theft for the Digital Video Production
event. In this event, we were given a topic, and had to research, write,
film, and edit a four-minute video. There were a couple things that
made this event fun: first, I got to work in a team, which allows you to
split up the workload, and bounce ideas off each other that ultimately
improve the quality of your product. The second cool thing about this
event is that it is pretty open ended. We had a lot of creative freedom
when we made the video. Our project placed first in Iowa and at the
NLC in Nashville, we placed 8t nationally.



