Iowa Future Business Leaders of America students attended the national conference in Nashville, TN, leaving by charter bus on Tuesday, July 13th and returning Sunday, July 18th.  The first day we were there, we visited the McRedmond Farm with 57 students and 8 advisers to help clean-up from the flood that Nashville experienced a couple months earlier.  Here is a note from the McRedmond Family, 

“Nashville is still recovering from the devestating flood in

early May. 2 billion dollars worth of damage in the city has left

hundreds of families still homeless and many city landmarks like the

Grand Ole Opry House and Symphony Hall closed for repairs. The

McRedmond family farm was flooded and we want to thank from the bottom

of our hearts the folks from Iowa who gave of time and energy to help

us clean up after the storm.

22 people died in the flood and we were witness to the grief of one

Iowa family. Daniel Brown, the son and only child of Joyce and Roger

Brown of Mt. Vernon, drowned in Mill Creek where it runs through the

McRedmond farm. We were touched by the incredible love and strength of

character we witnessed in the people from Iowa who came to our farm to

spend several days searching for Daniel. Bonds of friendship were

formed that will last our lifetimes.

We were also touched to receive the phone call from Kyle Kuhlers

offering to have the students from Iowa help with the cleaup while in

Nashville for the FBLA convention. The memory of Daniel Brown was

honored by the 57 students & 8 advisors from across Iowa who came to

help clean up our family farm on Mill Creek . People from places like

Corning, Red Oak, Alburnett, West Dubuque, Waukon, Chariton West

Delaware, Winterset and Eagle Grove are in our minds and we thank you

all . We've recalled the images of the past flooding in Iowa and Cedar

Rapids and how impressive it was when everyone volunteered to sandbag

and worked to help their neighbors.

Tennessee is nicknamed the Volunteer State but it could be applied to

Iowa as well.

Many, many times thank you to you all.”
The McRedmond Family

Nashville, Tennessee

Here is a note from Joyce and Roger Brown, who made the trip to Nashville to work alongside our students and advisors July 14th.

“The Iowa students were wonderful. They took on this job with steadfast determination and care and we were so proud of them for the way they handled themselves and represented Iowa. They honored our son Danny and in doing so, they honored us. Danny was always willing to step outside himself and help others in need. That is what these kids did that day for us and we'll never forget them.”

Our students were talking about this experience the whole time we were in Nashville and even after we returned.  It was a great opportunity for our students to be able to volunteer and honor an Iowan, 2009 Springville high school graduate at the same time.  Joyce Brown is an employee at the Alburnett School.
Truly, the best part of the trip was being able to visit the McRedmond Farm.  Some of the students commented, “It felt good to help out someone who needed some extra help.” “Digging out those garbage cans helped us meet some new people right away.” “The cleanup project in Nashville was an amazing experience and given the chance I would do it again.”  

Our students are outstanding!  

